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local juvenile organizations committees were established; and
local financial aid was encouraged by grants-in-aid. At the
end of the war the number of local committees fell by half;
top responsibility was transferred to the Board of Education;
and, after an increase .in the grant ratio from fifty to seventy-
five per cent failed to revive local interest, the grants were
stopped in 1927. The world publicity given to the Hitler
youth at the Olympic games of 1936 reminded the British
government that juvenile welfare might be served as effectively
by non-party voluntaryism as by one-party totalitarianism.
The prime minister therefore appointed a Physical Fitness
Council early in 1937; this was given statutory recognition
later in the year; it embarked on an advertising campaign that
was unprecedented in British educational experience; and the
Board of Education followed up this propaganda drive by
making grants of more than £1,000,000 per year to voluntary
agencies as well as local authorities, both for the provision of
capital facilities and for the training and employment of full-
time youth leaders. When the compulsory registration of six-
teen-year-olds by the Ministry of Labour in 1942 was followed
by voluntary interviews by local education authorities it
appeared that about half of the boys and a quarter of the girls
were attached to youth organizations.
To consolidate this advance, the Education Act of 1944
defined further education so as to include not only full/and
part-time education for persons over compulsory school age,
but also ' leisure-time occupation, in such organized cultural
training and recreative activities as are suited to their require-
ments, for any persons over compulsory age who are^ble and
willing to profit by the facilities provided for that purpose/ It
was made the duty of every local education authority to secure
that its educational facilities included adequate provision
for recreation and for social and physical training. For that
purpose, local education authorities were permitted to spend
money on camps, playing fields, playcentres/ gymnasiums,
swimming baths, and the organization of ganpfes, expeditions,
and suchlike activities; and they were to haye regard to the

